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(71) I, Derek John Mills, a British 
Subject of 2 Avenue Road, Maidenhead, 
Berkshire, do hereby declare the invention 
for which I pray that a patent may be 
5 granted to me, and the method by which it 
is to be performed, to be particularly de- 
scribed m and by the following 
statement: ■ — 
This invention relates to means for sup- 

10 portmg vertical posts, for example, posts 
tor supportmg fencing or the like and 
which can also be used as means for an- 
choring structures, such as the bases of 
sheds and greenhouses to the ground. Both 

15 such means will hereinafter be referred to 
as post support means, for the sake of 
convenience. 

It has hitherto been the practice to erect 
and support posts by digging a hole of 

20 suitable depth and either burying one end 
of the post in the hole with earth or sup- 
porting the post by filling the hole round 
the post with concrete. 
This invention provides a post support 

25 means by which posts can he supported 
without the need for diggmg a hole and 
with which posts can be more easily erect 
at a desired spot without location prob- 
lems. 

30 The post support of the invention com- 
prises an elongate ground engaging portion 
ot uniform cross-section capable of being 
driven vertically into the ground and a ver- 
!"^iP°st engagmg portion rigidly attached 

35 to the ground engaging portion and being 
so formed that a post to be supported and 
engaged by, for example, attached to or re- 
ceived in, the post engagmg portion ex- 
tends vertically and with its axis sub- 

40 stantially parallel to the axis of the ground 
engaging portion. 

Preferably, there is provided a flat plate 
arranged substantially perpendicular to the 
axis of tiie ground engaging portion in- 

45 terposed between the ground engaging por- 



tion and the post engaging portion as this 
helps to limit to extent to which the 
ground engagmg portion can be driven into 
the ground when erecting posts. When the 
post IS a square post the arms of the 50 
cruciform ground engagmg portion are 
preferably arranged to extend diagonally of 
the post. The cross sectional dimensions of 
the ground engaging portion maybe the 
same all the way along but preferably the 55 
ground engaging portion tapers from the 
end havmg the post engagmg means to the 
free end as this, of course, makes the post 
support easier to drive into the ground. 

Tlie post engaging portion may comprise 60 
simply a vertical plate or plates against 
which one side of the post may be abutted 
and which is drilled to receive bolts or 
screws for fasteniag the post to the plate 
or plates. Preferably, however, the post en- 65 
gaging portion is a hollow box section of 
mtemal dimensions such that the end of a 
post to be erected can be received within 
the box section. The walls of the box sec- 
tion may be drilled to receive bolts or 70 
screws to anchor the post or the post may 
be free standing in the box section. 

In some cases, for example where the 
post support means is required to support 
a post which has previously been embed- 75 
ded in a concrete block, the person erect- 
mg the post may not v/ant to remove the 
concrete block. In such a case there may 
be used a post support means according to 
the mvention which has two spaced apart 80 
ground engaging portions connected 
together by a post engaging portion such 
that the two ground engagmg portions may 
be dnven into the ground so as to span 
tiie concrete block and the post may be as 
bolted or otherwise affixed to the post sup- 
porting portion in substantially the same 
location as the post origmally embedded in 
the concrete block. 

The post support means of the invention 90 
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may be made from any desired material, 
which is of sufficient strength, but is prefer- 
ably made in mild steel plate generally of 
the order of 1/8" inch thickness. In the 
5 arrangement described above however in 
which the post supporting portions bridges 
two ground engagmg portions it may be 
necessary to use plate as thick as 1 /4" for 
the post supporting portion. 
10 The dimensions of the post support 
means of the invention will of course vary 
depending on the length ol the post to be 
supported and the amount of movement of 
the post which is to be expected. It has been 
15 found, for example that for supporting a 4" 
square post for supporting fencing six feet 
long and at a separation of 6 feet the ground 
engaging portion should desirably have a 
lengdt of approximately 2 feet and the sides 
20 of a box-section post engagmg portion 
should desirably have a height of about 6". 

The invention will now be described in 
greater detail by way of example with 
reference to the drawings in which: — 
25 Fig. 1 is a perspective view of one form 
of post support means. 

Fig. 2 is an underneath view of the post 
support means. 
Fig. 3 is a side elevation of a second 
30 form of post support means; and 

Fig. 4 is a side elevation of a third form 
of post support means. 

Referring to Figs. 1 and 2, the first foim 
of post support means comprises a gtoimd 
35 engaging portion 1 and a post engaging 
portion 2. . , • 

The ground engagmg portion 1 is ot 
cruciform cross-section and tapers from the 
top end 3 at which the post engaging por- 
40 tion is located to the free end 4. 

The post engaging portion 2 is a box 
section and is of such size that its diagonal 
dimension is substantially the same as the 
length of the arms of the cross at the top 
45 3 of the ground engaging portion 
1. The box section is closed 
at one end by a flat plate 5 which is 
welded onto the sides of the box section 
and also onto the ground engaging portion 
50 1 at the top end 3 thereof. 

To allow drainage of any water entermg 
the box section drain holes (not shown) 
may be drilled in the plate 5 or the box 
section may be formed by tack welding at 
55 intervals thereby leavmg gaps between the 
plates forming the box section through 
which water can drain. 

The post to be supported is received m 
the box section and fixed by bolts passing 
60 through aligned holes (not shown) on op- 
posed sides of the box section. 

Referring to Fig. 3, in the second form 
of post support means the ground engagmg 
portion 1 is the same as shown in Fig. 1 
65 but the post support means 2 merely com- 



prises a vertical plate 6 welded to one side 
of the flat plate 5 which as in Fig. 1 is 
welded to the top of the ground engaging 
portion 1. 

The plate 6 is drilled at 7 so that the 70 
post to be supported may be affixed 
thereto by bolts or screws. The post to be 
supported may be fixed on either side of 
the plate 6 so that it either stands over the 
ground engaging portion 1 or to one side 75 
1 t- 

This form of support means may also be 
used for anchoring the base of a structure, 
such as a shed or greenhouse, since the 
plate 6 can be bolted to a side of a rect- 80 

angular base for such a structure either 
before or after the ground engaghig portion 
1 is driven into the ground. A similar form 
of support means which has two vertical 
plates arranged at right angles to one 85 
another may be used to support posts or 
as anchoring means at the corners of a 
structure having a rectangular base. 

This method of anchoring the base of 
outbuildings has the definite advantage 90 
that there is no need for elaborate ground 
levelling before the base is laid. The 
ground may be roughly levelled and the 
base itself levelled by driving the necessary 
ground engaging portion further into the 95 
ground. 

Referring to Fig. 4, the third form of 
post support means is intended to straddle 
a concrete block or the like to enable a 
post to be erected in the same position as lOO 
a post which had been embedded in con- 
crete. 

This form of post support comprises two 
ground engaging portions 1 each of similar 
form to that described with reference to io5 
Fig. 1 and each topped with a flat plate 5. 
The two ground engaging portions are con- 
nected together by a post supporting por- 
tion 8 in the form of a flat plate having 
holes 9 so that the post may be affixed to no 
the plate 8 by bolts or screws. Alter- 
natively a post receiving box section may 
be fixed to the plate 8. 

WHAT I <XAIM IS: — 

1. Post support means (as hereinbefore U5 
defined) comprising an elongate ground en- 
gaging portion of cruciform cross-section 
capable of being driven vertically into the 
ground and a vertical post engagmg por- 
tion rigidly attached to the ground en- 120 
gaging portion and being so formed that a 
post to be supported and engaged by the 
post engE^g portion extends vertically 
with its axis substantially parallel to the 
axis of the ground engagmg portion. 125 

2. A post support means as claimed in 
claim 1, wherein the post engaging portion 
comprises one or more vertical plates to 
which the post can be firmly attached. 

3. A post support means as claimed in 130 
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claim 1. wherein the post engaging portion 
comprises a box section in which the post 
can be received. 

4. A post support means as claimed m 
5 any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein there is 

provided a flat plate arranged substantially 
perpendicular to the axis of the groiind en- 
gagmg portion and interposed between the 
ground engaging portion and the post en- 
ao gaging portion and rigidly attached thereto. 

5. A post support as claimed in any 
one of claims 1 to 4, wherein post to be 
erected is a square post and the arms of 
the cruciform ground engaging portion are 

15 arranged to extend diagonally of the post. 

6. A post support means as claimed in 
any one of claims 1 to 5, whereui the 
ground engaging portion is tapered towards 
its free end. 

20 7. A modified support means as 
claimed in claim 1, comprising two spaced 
apart ground engaging portions and a ver- 
tical post supporting portion rigidly at- 
tached to each ground engaging portion. 

25 8. A post support means substantially 
as described herein with reference to Figs. 



1 and 2 or Fig. 3 or Fig. 4 of the draw- 
ings. 

9. A method of erecting a post which 
comprises drivmg the ground engaging por- 30 
tion of a post support means as claimed in 
any one of claims 1 to 8 into the ground 
and attaching a post to the post engaging 
portion. 

10. A method of erectmg a fence which 35 
comprises erecting a plurality of posts by a 
method as claimed in claim 9 at spaced 
apart intervals and attaching fencing mem- 
bers between adjacent posts. 

11. A method of erecting an out- 40 
building having a rectangular base which 
comprises anchoring the base to the 
ground with a plurality of post support 
means as claimed in any one of claims 1, 2 
and 4 to 8, levelluig the base and erecthig 45 
the building on the base. 

ABEL & IMRIE. 
Northumberland House, 
303-306 High Holborn, 
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